
Conservation Project Plans Announced for 2017
 
OBTU’s 2017 conservation activities include 
financial and volunteer support for projects in 
both Wisconsin and Michigan in support of Trout 
Unlimited’s mission of conserving, protecting and 
restoring coldwater fisheries and their watersheds 
in the Midwest.

Our conservation financial commitments 
this year include TUDARE (Trout Unlimited 
Driftless Area Restoration Effort); Weister Creek 
restoration in Vernon County, WI; our continued 
stream restoration work in Sparta, WI; and an 
environmental assessment of the Dowagiac River 
in Southwest Michigan.

Volunteer support is needed for our June 
and October macroinvertebrate studies on the 
Coldwater River Watershed in Alto, MI outside of 
Grand Rapids and a summer stream restoration 
work day in Sparta, WI. 

“We plan to continue the important 
conservation work on our Chapter’s priority 
projects in support of the Wisconsin’s Driftless 
Area and Michigan’s Coldwater River watershed,” 
said Dave Carlson, Conservation Committee Chair. 

“The Conservation Committee is also pursuing 
partnering with other TU chapters on projects and 
is looking for new opportunities ‘closer to home’, 
such as beginning involvement with the Dowagiac 
River which is only 90 miles from Chicago.”

“Several Work Days are planned, which provide 
an opportunity for fun and friendship along 
with making a valuable contribution to stream 
conservation. As our projects are several hours 
from Chicago, we try to coordinate carpooling, 

lodging and fishing opportunities for interested 
members,” said Dave Carlson.

2017 Conservation Project Highlights
TUDARE (Trout Unlimited Driftless Area 
Restoration Effort) is a long-term effort to protect, 
restore and enhance cold water rivers in the 
Driftless Area of southeast Minnesota, southwest 
Wisconsin, northeast Iowa, and northwest Illinois. 
TUDARE relies greatly on the work and passion 
of TU volunteers. OBTU’s support is in the form 
of money donated to directly support TUDARE 
general operations. (http://www.tu.org/tu-projects/
driftless-area-restoration-effort).

There are many organizations and agencies 
working in partnership to protect and restore the 
Driftless Area. For example, the Wisconsin Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) has 
announced $688,000 in funding for 29 Wisconsin 
Driftless Area projects this year. Those projects are 
all going to need some form of matching dollars, 
usually somewhere around 20-35% of the costs. 
In many cases, TU can provide upfront payment 
and then be reimbursed by NRCS at the end of the 
projects.

The Weister Creek project is a great example 
of a stream restoration in the Driftless Area 
supported by OBTU. It is a multi-year effort to 
restore a 2.6 mile section of an important tributary 
to the Kickapoo River. The project is completely 
within the Kickapoo Valley Reserve which is open 
to hunting and fishing. Our contribution
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Meetings  
and Events
Save the dates on your 
calendars 

Chapter meetings are at 7:00 p.m. 
the third Wednesday of every month 
at the Oak Brook Recreation Center, 
Central Park West Building near 31st 
Street and Jorie Blvd. in Oak Brook.

April 8, Saturday
Orvis FF101/201 Instructor Session
Orvis Yorktown Store
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

April 9, Sunday
Orvis FF101/201 Instructor Session
Orvis Yorktown Store
11:00 – 12:00 noon

April 12, Wednesday
Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 p.m.

April 13, Thursday 
Orvis FF101/201 Instructor Session
Orvis Yorktown Store
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

April 19, Wednesday
Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Oak Brook Recreation Center,  
Central Park West Building
Speaker:  Guide Dave Blackburn on 

“Montana’s Kootenai River” 

April 23, Sunday
“Women’s Fly Fishing Day”
Featuring Geri Myer
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Queen of Rosary School
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd.
Elk Grove Village 
 
May 10, Wednesday
Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 p.m.
 
May 17, Wednesday
Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Oak Brook Recreation Center, Central 
Park West Building
Speaker:  TBD 

June 3, Saturday
Coldwater River Watershed
Macroinvertebrate Study
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Alto, Michigan

Note: No membership meetings June, 
July and August 

http://obtu.org
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2017 conservation projects include financial support for Wisconsin’s Weister Creek.

Continued on page 5

http://www.tu.org/tu-projects/driftless-area-restoration-effort
http://www.tu.org/tu-projects/driftless-area-restoration-effort
http://obtu.org
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All Things OBTU
David Lunardini – President

Hello Fellow OBTU members:

This being my first formal message to our membership since  
I became chapter President in January, it will be brief.

I’m looking forward to engaging and working with more of  
you as we go forward. My primary goal is to expand our current 
membership participation supporting our mission and chapter 
activities. This participation can be in many forms—responding to 
requests for volunteering; providing feedback to us via a phone 
call, email or attending one of our monthly meetings; supporting 
our programs with financial donations; and taking action on 
environmental items we bring to your attention such as asking  
you to contact your local governmental representatives in support  
of “advocacy” actions.

I want to welcome our newest Board Member and Conservation  
Chair, Dave Carlson, our new Vice President Willie Beshire, and 
Treasurer, Jack Potts. I believe we have a good team in place to move 
the chapter forward.

Be sure to check your emails and our website periodically 
throughout the month for upcoming event dates, meetings and 
featured speakers. My future notes will be slightly more substantive 
and informative. Always feel free to contact me with questions, 
concerns or suggestions.

David Lunardini
OBTU President
630-939-3471 
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April 19 Speaker: “Dave Blackburn 
on Montana’s Kootenai River” 
 
The Kootenai River in northwest Montana is one of fly fishing’s best 
kept secrets. This classic river of pristine beauty, located west of 
Glacier National Park, contains a native rainbow trout called the 
Columbia Redband, known for its exceptional strength and acrobatic 
fighting ability. Dave Blackburn, who has lived on the banks of the 
river since 1982, developed the first fly fishing guide service and 
fly shop on the river. Dave has been the leading outfitter on the 
Kootenai River for more 30 years. Together with his personally 
trained and experienced staff, they guide anglers on the Kootenai 
with its consistent hatches and exceptional dry fly fishing.

Dave started tying flies and fly fishing at the age of 10 when his 
sixth grade teacher introduced him to the sport. Having grown up 
in Pennsylvania, he was schooled on many of the classic limestone 
streams of the east. He graduated from West Virginia University with 
a BS in Forest Resource Management with an emphasis on water 
quality and aquatic ecology. He traveled westward chasing “wild 
trout tales” and gained employment as a wilderness ranger in the 
Bighorn National Forest in Wyoming. 

Dave is currently on the board of directors of the Kootenai 
Valley Trout Club. He has been a past director of Fishing Outfitters 
Association of Montana and the Montana Council of Trout Unlimited. 

Dave chaired the Upper Kootenai River Preservation Society, 
which was instrumental in defeating the Jennings Rapids Dam 
project. Dave is a FFF-certified casting instructor and a contract tier 
for Umpqua Feather Merchants. He teaches fly tying and fly fishing at 
Flathead Community College. His photos and articles have appeared 
in Flyfisherman, Fly Rod and Reel, and The Flyfisher magazines.  
Dave is also an accomplished bluegrass musician and entertainer 
with the Fly Fishing Show. He also travels throughout the country 
and gives presentations combining fly fishing and bluegrass music.  
His bluegrass band, Sheldon Mountain Boys, recently released its  
first album, “Thirty Years on the Mountain”.

Guide Dave Blackburn will speak April 19 on Montana’s Kootenai River 
fly fishing.

Bookmark OBTU’s website for checking our current chapter calendar  
and other scheduled local events.
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Sunday, April 23:  
“Women’s Fly Fishing Day— 
Guest Instructor Geri Myer” 
Geri Myer has been invited to lead a group of women through the 
basics of fly fishing on April 23, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Queen of Rosary 
School in Elk Grove Village. Geri is the co-owner or The Driftless 
Angler in Viroqua Wisconsin, and a fly fishing guide. She is always 
willing to introduce women to the sport of fly fishing and has her 
own line of clothing and other items designed specifically for women 
through her Athena & Artemis Women’s Fly Shop. This day-long 
seminar will be an educational and fun experience introducing women 
to the sport of fly fishing. The event is open to OBTU members and 
the general public.

Activities include: Fly rod casting instruction; equipment basics 
designed for women; knot tying basics; introduction to entomology; 
and introduction to fly tying. 

A fee of $40.00 will cover the day’s workshop plus lunch. To reserve  
a spot, please contact Carol Hennessy.
Email: clhennessy@earthlink.net; Phone: 815-341-6010

Queen of Rosary School is located at 750 W. Elk Grove Blvd. in  
Elk Grove Village.

Visit OBTU Website When 
Planning Next Fishing Trip  
With Spring around the corner, make sure you check out our 
website if you are scheduling a guide or considering a place to eat 
or stay, especially if you are planning a trip to Wisconsin’s Driftless 
Area or Michigan.

The OBTU website “Fishing” pages also feature current weather 
information and stream flows for rivers, as well as links to state 
DNR websites where out-of-state fishing licenses can be purchased 
online. Fishing reports and seasonal hatch information are also 
available for most locations.

Here’s a line-up of guides who have provided our chapter with 
donated trips to support our conservation fundraising efforts over 
the years and/or have also donated their time to speak at our 
membership meetings. See our website for links to their contact 
information.

Illinois
Kankakee River: Will Winans for smallmouth bass.

Iowa
Driftless Area: Matt Wagner of The Driftless Angler.

Michigan
Dowagiac River:  Jay Anglin for steelhead, brown trout and 

smallmouth bass. 
Manistee River:  John Gloucker for brown trout and  

smallmouth bass.
Muskegon River:  Kevin Feenstra for brown trout, steelhead, 

salmon and smallmouth bass. 
Pere Marquette River:  Pere Marquette River Lodge for brown trout, 

steelhead and salmon. 
St. Joseph River:  Jay Anglin for steelhead, brown trout  

and salmon.

Wisconsin 
Driftless Area:    Kyle Zempel of Black Earth Angling
Driftless Area:    Matt Wagner of the Driftless Angler
Driftless Area:    Rich Osthoff
   
 

The April 23 “Women’s Fly Fishing Day” is open to OBTU members  
and general public. 

Visit our website 
”Fishing” pages 
when planning  
your spring and 
summer trips. 

mailto:clhennessy%40earthlink.net?subject=
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OBTU “Trout in the Classroom” Program in 9th Year Needs  
Volunteers in April and May
“Trout in the Classroom” (TIC) is one of the three youth education 
programs OBTU supports along with our annual Youth Fly Fishing 
Classes and summer Illinois Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Camp. 

TIC—A Grass Roots Youth Education Program
The OBTU TIC program requires a standard 55-gallon tank setup, filter 
system, chiller, water pump, and gravel. The program is licensed by the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), and each individual 
school and teacher is permitted by the state to rear trout. However, 
they are barred from having any other plants or fish in the tank, for 
fear of potential contamination. The brown trout eggs and food are 
provided by the IDNR at no cost. The average cost to set up a program 
is approximately $1,200, which is covered by OBTU’s conservation and 
education budget. There is little additional cost over the years, other 
than the preparation for possible equipment replacement (which is 
the responsibility of the participating school). During the year each 
teacher tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs. Therefore, 
each program is unique. 

“The beauty of the TIC program is its flexibility for each teacher,” 
said Marvin Strauch. “We have had participating school programs 
ranging from 4th grade through 12th grade AP Biology. Right now, 
most of our programs are in 6th through 8th grades. Personally, I think 
that is the sweet spot for TIC. The students are far enough along in 
their education to understand what we are presenting.” 

10 Participating Schools This Year
The program typically runs for 24-25 weeks, from mid-November 
until the first week of May. OBTU participating schools range from 
small programs with only 25 students per grade, to large programs 
at Roosevelt, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Prairie View that have 
approximately 150 students per grade. Participating schools are 
located in Berwyn, Bolingbrook, Chicago, Elk Grove, Hickory Hills, Oak 
Park, River Forest, Riverside and Tinley Park. 

“OBTU volunteers visit each school to deliver the eggs in 
November,” said Marvin Strauch. “At that time we discuss the program 
and point out interesting facts about the trout eggs. I visit many of 
the schools (other than the high schools) as their schedules allow, 

presenting a class on ‘Climate Change and Its Threat to Coldwater 
Species Survival.’ This focuses on how best to mitigate the effects of 
recent and future changes to trout and coldwater ecosystems.  
It highlights ways that young people can be active in helping to 
protect this habitat” 

Beginning in 2010, we added an aquatic entomology class taught 
by Dean Hansen, a noted entomologist living in Stillwater, Minnesota 
who travels to Chicago and spends a week visiting as many TIC 
school programs as his schedule allows. “Dean has a wonderful way 
of blending his knowledge of stream macroinvertebrates with an 
ability to present them in an interesting fashion,” said Marvin Strauch. 

“Dean will visit five of our programs the week of April 3 and present 
an interactive display of living mayflies, stone flies, caddis, damselfly 
nymphs and hellgrammites to show students how each of these 
insects plays an important role in the health of a trout stream.”

Volunteers Needed in April and May 
April 3-6 —Five volunteers are needed per day (four days) to support 
Dean Hansen’s live entomology program. Volunteers help the students 
observe mayfly, stonefly, caddis and other nymphs.

May 1-5—This year we will be assisting eight schools with their 
releases on the South Branch of the Kinnikinnick Creek near Rockford. 
A minimum of eight volunteers per day (five days) take part in one of 
the following activities: 1) Water quality testing (the students collect 
water samples from the stream and the volunteers assist the students 
in adding reagents to the samples and matching the results—color—to 
a chart); 2) invertebrate survey (the students hold seines and use 
dip nets to sample the stream. Volunteers help them to identify the 
nymphs, crayfish, baitfish, etc., that are present); and 3) “rock rolling” 
(similar to the survey; students enter the stream and collect some 
rocks to see what they can find clinging to the surface); and 4) release 
of trout fingerlings. All volunteers need to bring is a pair of waders 
(and rain gear depending upon the weather).

To volunteer, contact Marvin Strauch at:
Phone: 708.638.1318
Email:  mjstrauchjr@gmail.com

Volunteers are needed to assist with April classroom entomology overviews and May stream fingerling releases.

mailto:mjstrauchjr%40gmail.com?subject=
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is financial with the restoration work 
done by expert Wisconsin DNR 
contractors. The project is a combined 
effort drawing funding support from 
numerous organizations, including OBTU 
and both Wisconsin and other Chicago 
area TU chapters.

Our ongoing Sparta, WI stream 
restoration projects in the Driftless Area 
encompass work to reduce soil erosion 
and phosphorus discharge within the 
city of Sparta, WI. Since 2014, OBTU has 
provided both volunteer and financial 
support that has been leveraged to get 
large government grants. This year, a work 
day to install LUNKER structures along with 
bank stabilization is planned for the upper 
reach of Beaver Creek. It will be scheduled 
for a Saturday morning in mid-summer and 
there will be an opportunity to get together 
for some fishing in the heart of the Driftless 
Area before and after our work day. To 
volunteer or for more information contact 
Dave Carlson. 

Michigan’s Coldwater River 
Watershed Council (CRWC) will continue 
to receive OBTU volunteer support in the 
form of two macroinvertebrate work days 
on June 3 and in October (date TBD). This 
will be the first year of a second three-year 
study cycle. Our first study took place in 
2014. Members collect stream samples 

from designated sites, then count and 
classify the aquatic insects and various 
macroinvertebrates found. By classifying 
and trending the population data, the 
CRWC gets an idea of how stream health 
is evolving. Volunteers are encouraged 
to plan some fishing on the Coldwater or 
other rivers in the area such as the Rouge, 
Muskegon or Pere Marquette. OBTU 
is represented on the Coldwater River 
Watershed Council by Marvin Strauch. 

 The Dowagiac River represents a new 
stream restoration focus for OBTU. The 
Dowagiac is one of the closest rivers to our 
chapter with potential for a high-quality 
coldwater fishery. The planned removal 
of the Pucker Street Dam in Niles, MI will 
open up the entire river system to upstream 
migrations of steelhead, salmon, and other 
fish species. Last May 18, Marcy Hamilton, 
Senior Planner with the Southwest Michigan 
Planning Commission, and a board member 
of MEANDRS (Meeting the Ecological and 
Agricultural Needs of the Dowagiac River 
System), was our featured membership 
meeting speaker.

Marvin Strauch also represents OBTU 
on the board of MEANDRS. OBTU will be 
making an initial financial contribution 
to support a Dowagiac environmental 
assessment which will provide baseline data 
of the riverbed and upstream fish habitat. 

Corporate Financial Grants Pursued
The OBTU chapter is pursuing financial 
corporate grants for the first time 
in support of key stream restoration 
projects. A $5,000 grant application has 
been submitted to the Orvis Corporation 
for Weister Creek and a longer term 
corporate sponsorship opportunity may 
be pursued with Steelhead Vineyards 
in support of a Dowagiac River project. 
If you have experience writing grant 
requests or know of prospective 
corporate sponsors committed to 
conservation initiatives, please contact 
Dave Carlson.   

2017 Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to make these 
2017 commitments happen. The 
Conservation Committee is looking for 
members who are interested in leading or 
supporting an event. If you’d like to be on 
the Conservation Committee, email Dave 
Carlson at dmcarlson@hotmail.com. The 
Committee meets by phone conference 
calls each month, so location should not 
be an issue for ongoing participation.

The financial support of conservation 
efforts is made possible by the 
fundraising efforts of the chapter. Watch 
for additional information on fundraising 
activities in forthcoming newsletters.

2017 conservation projects will include macroinvertebrate studies on Michigan’s Coldwater River watershed (left) and Wisconsin Driftless Area stream 
restoration plans (right)

Conservation Project– continued from page 1 

mailto:dmcarlson%40hotmail.com?subject=
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The Librarian’s Corner
by Phil Young

Fly Fishing Trout Streams with Maggie Merriman 
(Cascade Media Works / 2008) 60m / DVD

Maggie Merriman teaches fly fishing classes in West Yellowstone, 
Montana and presents those lessons in this DVD. As she 
approaches the stream, Maggie discusses looking for rising 
fish, reading the water and sampling rocks for insects. She 
demonstrates how to put a dry fly over the fish by casting 
upstream, across, and downstream, how to mend line and how  
to cast with and against 
the wind. Indicator 
nymphing techniques 
are also shown. This is a 
very good introductory 
DVD for new fly fishers 
who are just beginning 
to learn all of the things 
that most of us now take 
for granted.

This DVD, as well as 
others in the chapter’s 
library, are available for 
check out at chapter 
meetings. If you are 
holding any of the 
chapter’s other videos, 
please return them when 
you are finished so that 
others may view them.

Orvis Yorktown Offers Free Fly 
Fishing Classes
If you’re looking for a great way to introduce fly fishing to a spouse, 
friend or other family member, the Orvis Fly Fishing 101 class is 
the perfect event to get started. All ages are welcome to attend 
the free class for novices, but those under 16 years of age must be 
accompanied by an adult. Participants will learn the fly casting basics 
and outfit rigging during the 9-11 am Saturday and Sunday sessions 
held at the Orvis Yorktown store location. 

Upon completion of the course, participants will receive special 
instore offers valid toward the purchase of Orvis products and a Free 
Trout Unlimited membership—a $35 value—for first-time members. 

Fly Fishing 101 Dates 
April: 22, 29, 
May: 6, 13, 20, 27
Check the Orvis Yorktown website for June and July dates.

Fly Fishing 201 Dates 
This class is ideal for graduates of Fly Fishing 101 or intermediate fly 
casters and will include a short outing on local water and a chance to 
catch your first fish! 
Reserve your spot by calling the Orvis Yorktown store: (630) 932-6573 

Please contact the following board member regarding volunteer activities or other questions
Name Position  Phone email
David Lunardini President Officer (630) 939-3471 djl22@att.net
Willie Beshire Vice President Officer (630) 200-2532 wbeshire@aol.com
Jack Potts Treasurer Officer (773) 835-4004 jhp8844@outlook.com
Carol Hennessy Secretary Officer (815) 341-6010 clhennessy@earthlink.net
Bob Borhauer Director Membership Chair (708) 710-9290 rborhauer@yahoo.com
Dave Carlson Director Conservation Chair (708) 246-4835 dmcarlson@hotmail.com
Ken Krueger Director  (847) 975-1425 kenkrueger62@yahoo.com
Jim Schmiedeskamp Director Publicity/Communications Chair (312) 375-6502 j_schmieds@yahoo.com
John Snyder Director Financial Development Chair (630) 977-9077 frazier-tech@attglobal.net
Dennis Wisnosky Director  (630) 240-6910 dennis@wisnosky.net
Rick Ralph Ex Officio Director  (630) 939-2643 r.ralph1@comcast.net
Ed Michael Emeritus Director  (847) 831-4159 michaeled223@comcast.net
Greg Prosen Emeritus Director  (630) 986-1310 g.s.prosen@sbcglobal.net
Marvin Strauch Emeritus Director Youth Education Chair (708) 599-5101 mjstrauchjr@gmail.com
Joe Vitti Emeritus Director  (630) 969-2251 josephtvitti@ameritech.net
Fred Hodge  Endowment Chair (630) 267-9643 fnh435@aol.com
Steve Carlson  Leadership Chair (630) 325-7932 s_carlson@msn.com
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